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Chapter  Four 


Jihad  biT  cAmal- Striving  for 
Promotion  of  Morality  and 
Human  Values 

[The  Social  Dimension] 


4.i  Striving  against  Oppression  and  Injustice 
is  Jihad 
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,o/i.  According  to  ‘Abd  Allah  b.  Mas<ud  & 

“Allah’s  Messenger  # said:  ‘Whenever,  e oie  m , 

Allah  » sent  a Prophet  to  his  people  he  had  fr°” 
them  some  helpers  and  companions  who  would  follow  m h 
footsteps  and  conform  to  his  commanders.  Then,  after  these 
companions,  there  emerged  rebels  and  dissidents  amongst 
them  who  did  not  do  what  they  said  and  did  not  »>!  -*»  *'! 
did  (they  perpetrated  injustice  and  oppression).  Therefore 
he  who  strived  against  them  (their  oppression)  with  h.s  han 
(being  physically  dynamic)  is  a believer;  he  who  strived  agains 
them  with  his  tongue  (by  means  of  communication)  is  also  a 
believer  and  the  one  who  strived  against  them  by  heart  is 
heliever  too.  Beyond  that,  there  is  no  rank  of  faith  left  equal  to 
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a mustard  seed.’”* 1 * * * 

Reported  by  Muslim,  Ahmad  and  Ibn  ibban. 
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31/2.  According  to  Abu  SaTd  al-Khudrl  ^: 

“Allah’s  Messenger  £ said:  The  best  jihad  is  to  speak  a 
word  or  justice  to  a despot  or  a tyrant  ruler.’”1 

Reported  by  Ahmad  b.  anbal,  Abu  Dawud,  al- 
Iirmidhl,  al-Nasa’I  and  Ibn  Majah. 
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32/3.^  According  to  Tariq  (b.  Shihab) 

A man  came  to  the  Prophet  jfa  and  submitted:  ‘Which 
phad  is  superior?’  He  said:  ‘Saying  a word  of  truth  to  an 


in  t/  M ^ *1US  im  10  d-Mflb,  1:69  §50.  ‘Ahmad  b.  anbal 
mal-Musnad,  1:458  §4379-  .Ibn  ibban  in  «/-Sah/h,  i4:7I  §6t93 
Abu  Awana  m al-Musnad,  1:36.  .al-JabaranT  in  JL&fr 

I.°:I3  S„9,784;  ’al-Bayhaql  in  al-kubra,  10:90  §19965  and 

also  m Sbu'ab  al-iman,  6:86  $7560.  5’ 

Dlwud°7nh  b/ *Ai?mad  b‘  anbal  in  ^-Musnad,  4:315  §18850.  »AbQ 

KSUna”'  f:li3  §4344’  •al-Tirmidhl  in  a/-5«na«,  4:47I 

2S9  Sofr3  1 1D  7:161  UZ°9'  #fbn  M5,ah  in  al-Sunan, 
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oppressive  ruler  is  the  most  superior  jihad.’”1 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  al-Nasa!I  and  Ibn  al-Ja‘d. 


33/4.  According  to  Abu  Umama  0.: 

“A  man  came  and  said  to  Allah’s  Messenger  0 while  he 
was  standing  at  the  first  pillar  ( jamra ):  ‘O  Allah’s  Messenger! 
Which  jihad  is  the  best?’  He  kept  quiet.  When  the  man  saw  the 
Prophet  0 close  to  the  second  pillar,  he  again  submitted  his 
query  but  the  Prophet  0 remained  quiet.  When  he  approached 
the  third  pillar  and  stoned  it,  he  placed  his  foot  in  the  stirrup 
to  ride  and  said:  ‘Where  is  the  questioner?’  The  man  said:  ‘I 
am  here,  O Messenger  of  Allah!’  He  said:  ‘Saying  a word  of 
truth  to  a tyrant  ruler  (is  the  best  jihad).’”2 

Reported  by  Ibn  Majah,  al-Ruyanl  and  al-Quda  I. 


1 Set  forth  by  ‘Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnad,  4:314  §18848.  ‘al- 
Nasa’I  in  al-Sunart,  7:161  §4209  and  also  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra,  4:435 
§7834.  ‘Ibn  al-Ja;d  in  al-Musnad,  p.  480  §3326. 

2 Set  forth  by  ‘Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan,  2:1330  §4012.  ‘al-Ruyanl 
in  al-Musnad,  2:271  §1x79.  ‘al-Quda‘1  in  Musnad  al-Shihab,  2:248 
§1288. 
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34/5.  According  to  Abu  Umama  J&: 

A person  near  jamra  submitted:  “O  Messenger  of  Allah! 
Which  jihad  is  superior?"  He  replied:  ‘Saying  a word  of  truth 
to  a tyrant  ruler  is  the  most  superior  jihad.5”1 

Reported  by  al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mu'jam  al-kablr  and  al- 
Mtf  jam  al-awsat. 
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$5-$6l6.  According  to  cAll 

“Allah’s  Messenger  said:  ‘The  excellent  jihad  is  his  who 
starts  his  day  with  a mind  pure  of  any  malefaction  or  injustice 
against  anyone.’”2 

Reported  by  al-Daylml,  and  al-Khatlb  al-Baghdadi 
from  ‘A’isha  ^ and  also  mentioned  by  al-Suyutl. 
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1 Set  forth  by  •al-Jabaram  in  al-Mtfjam  al-kabtry  8:282  §8081,  and 
also  in  al-Mu'jam  al-awsat , 7:52  §6824. 

2 Set  forth  by  •al-Daylaml  in  Musnad  al-firdawsy  1:357  §1438.  #al- 
Khatib  al-Baghdadi  in  al-Muttafaq  wa  al-muftaraq , 3:1653  §1139. 
•al-Suyutl  in  Jam?  al-ahaditb,  2:14  §3504. 
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36.  According  to  al-  akam  b.  Utayba: 

“The  excellent  jihad  and  migration  is  to  speak 
justice  in  front  of  a tyrant  ruler.” ' 

Reported  by  Ibn  Abd  al-Barr  in  al-Tamhid. 

4.2.  Striving  for  Promotion  of  Moral  Values 
is  Jihad 
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37-38/7.  According  to  Jarir  j&: 

“I  heard  Allah’s  Messenger  #,  say:  ‘If  someone  dwells 
amongst  a community  given  to  evildoing,  and,  people,  despite 
having  the  requisite  power  to  impede  them,  do  not  get  in 
their  way,  Allah  £»  will  subject  them  to  torment  before  they 

perish.’”1 2 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  Abu  Dawud  (the  wording  is  his), 

Ibn  Majah  and  Ibn  ibban. 


1 Set  forth  by  *Ibn  Abd  al-Barr  in  al-Tamhid  lima  ft  al-Muwatta 
min  al-ma  anl  wa  al-asanid , 8:390. 

2 Set  forth  by  ‘Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnad,  4:364  §i92-5°-  ,At>u 
Dawud  in  al-Sunan,  4:112  §4339-  *Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan,  2:1329 
§4009.  ‘Ibn  ibban  in  al-$abih,  1:536  S300.  •al-Jabaram  in  al- 
Mu" jam  al-kabir,  2:332.  §2382. 
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38.  According  to  cAll  ^: 

“The  excellent  jihad  is  to  enjoin  righteousness  and 
forbid  evil.”1 


Cited  by  al-Tha  labl  in  al-Kashf  wa  al-baydny  al-Razf 
in  al-TafsIr  al-kabiry  Abu  Saud  in  Irshad  al-  aql  al - 
salim,  al-Nasafl  in  al-Madarik , al-Zamakhsharl  in  al - 
Kashsbdf  and  al-RifaT  in  al-Burhan  al-ntu'ayyid. 


4.3  Serving  the  Parents  is  Jihad 
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Set  forth  by  •al-Thalabi  in  al-Kashf  wa  al-bayan  (an  tafsTr  al - 
Qur'an,  3:123.  •al-RazI  in  al-Tafslr  al-kabir , 8:147.  •Abu  Sacud 
in  Irshad  al-'aql  al-sallm  ild  mazayd  al-Qufan  al-karlm , 2:68. 
•al-Nasafi  in  Nladarik  al-tanzil  wa  haqa'iq  al-ta' wily  1:171.  •al- 
Zamakhsharl  in  al-Kashshaf  "an  haqa'iq  ghawamid  al-tanzil , 1:425. 
•al-Rifa  I in  al-Burhan  al-mu'ayyid , 1:103. 
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19/8.  According  to  'Abd  Allah  b.  'Amr 

“A  man  approached  Allah’s  Messenger  0 and  said:  ‘I 
pledge  allegiance  to  you  with  respect  to  the  migration  [hegiraj 
and  the  sacred  struggle  [jihad],  seeking  the  reward  from 
Allah!’  He  said:  ‘Is  one  of  your  parents  alive?’  The  man  said: 
’Yes,  both  of  them  are  actually  alive.’  He  said:  ‘Do  you  (really) 
seek  the  reward  from  Allah?’  When  the  man  said:  ‘Yes,’  he 
told  him:  ‘In  that  case,  you  must  return  to  your  parents  and 
provide  them  with  excellent  companionship  and  conduct!’”1 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 
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Also  in  a report  of  them: 

“A  man  came  and  sought  his  permission  to  engage 
in  jihad,  so  the  Prophet  0 said:  ‘Are  your  parents 
alive?’  When  the  man  said:  ‘ Yes,’  he  told  him:  ‘In  that 
case,  you  must  struggle  for  their  service!”’2 

Reported  by  Ibn  Majah. 
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' Set  forth  by  ‘al-Bukharl  in  al-Sakth,  5:2217  §5627.  •Muslim  in  al- 
Sahth,  4:1975  §2549.  ‘Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan,  y.r-j  §2528-2529. 
•■ll-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan,  7:143  §4163. 

2 Set  forth  by  ‘al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlb,  5:2227  §5627.  ‘Muslim  in  al- 
$ahlb,  4:1975  §2549.  ‘Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan,  3:17  §2528-2529. 
•al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan , 7:143  §4163. 
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40/9.  According  to  Jahima 

“I  came  to  the  Prophet  Jt  to  seek  his  advice  about  jihad, 
so  he  said:  ‘Do  you  have  parents?’  When  I said:  ‘Yes  (they  are 
alive),  he  said:  Keep  close  to  them,  for  the  Garden  of  Paradise 
is  beneath  their  feet!’”1 

Reported  by  al-Nasa’I  and  al-Jabaranl.  Al-HaythamI 
said:  “Its  sources  are  reliable.” 

4.4  Striving  for  Allah’s  Remembrance  and 
Worship  is  Jihad 
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41/10.  According  to  Umm  Anas  $t: 

“I  submitted  to  Allah’s  Messenger  #:  ‘(1  wish)  I am 
blessed  with  your  company  when  Allah  will  exalt  you  to 
the  inviolable  station  of  the  most  venerable  companion  in 
Paradise.’  Then  I again  submitted:  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah! 
Exhort  me  to  the  pious  deed,  which,  if  I perform,  I will  be  in 


1 Set  f°rth  by  ‘al-NasaT  in  al-Sunan , 6:11  §3104.  •al-Tabaranl  in 
al-Mu  jam  al-kctbir,  2:289  §2.202.  •al-Mundhirl  in  al-Targhlb  wci  al- 
Tarhrb , 3:216  §3750.  •al-Haythaml  in  Majma'  al-zau>a‘id,  8:138. 
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yt tin  blessed  company  in  Paradise.’  He  said:  ‘Establish  prayer 
U ^use  this  is  excellent  jihad,  abstain  from  sins  because 
ill Ci  is  excellent  migration  [hegira],  and  remember  Allah 
abundantly  because  He  likes  remembrance  the  most  amongst 
whatever  righteous  deeds  you  present  to  Him.’”* 1 

Reported  by  al-Tabaranl,  Ibn  Abl  al-Dunya  and  cited 
by  al-Mundhirl  and  al-Haythaml. 


. j ^ • cdli  j (jj  • ^ ^ / £ 1 — £ y 

ty  Oj  5(^£j  <fal  N 4®  <*' 

.5^0 \'P 

3 Jjlj  o' 33 


42  -44/11.  According  to  Umm  Anas 

“I  submitted:  ‘O  Allah’s  Messenger!  Bless  me  with  your 
Word  of  advice.’  He  said:  ‘Migrate  from  the  region  of  sins,  for 
this  is  the  best  migration,  and  guard  your  duties,  for  this  is  the 
best  jihad,  and  remember  Allah  0*  abundantly,  for  you  cannot 
present  Him  any  deed  that  He  likes  more  than  His  bounteous 
remembrance.’”2 


- Set  forth  by  •al-Tabaranl  in  al- Mu\ jam  al-kabir , 25:149-150  §359. 
•Ibn  Abl  a 1 -Dunya  i nal-Wara',  p.  58  §48.  •al-MundhirT  in  al-Targhlb 
uut  al-tarbib , 2:257  §2311.  •al-Haythaml  in  Majma'  al-zawa'id.> 
10:75.  *lbn  ajar  al-cAsqalan!  in  al-Matalib  al-  dliya,  3:61  §223. 

1 Set  forth  by  •al-Tabaranl  in  Mu" jam  al-kablr , 25:129  §313,  and  al- 

Mu  jam  al-au>sat,  7:21  §6735.  •Ibn  Shahin  in  al-Targhfb  ft  fada'il  al- 
ii trial  wa  thawab  dhalikay  1:194  §i63*  •al-MundhirT  in  al-Targhtb  wa 
al-tarbib,  1:157  §2311.  •al-Haythaml  in  Majma " al-zawa'id , 4:217- 
218,  &.  10:75. 
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Reported  by  al-Tabaram,  Ibn  Shahin  and  cited  by  al- 
Haythaml. 
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43-  Abd  Allah  b.  ‘Abbas  has  elaborated  in  the 
commentary  on  this  verse:  4wa'l  ladhin-a  jahadii 
flna  la-nahdiyannahum  subulana # And  those 
who  strive  hard  (and  struggle  against  the  lower 
self  vehemently)  for  Our  cause.  We  certainly 
guide  them  to  Our  ways  [Q .19:69]: 

“It  connotes  that  those  who  strive  and  persist 
in  Our  obedience,  We  expose  them  to  the  ways  of 
reward  and  recompense.”* 1 

Cited  by  al-Baghawi  in  Ma'alim  al-tanzil. 
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44.  According  to  al-Fudayl  b.  ‘Iyad: 

“ The  best  jihad  is  to  ensure  persistence  in 
performing  the  ritual  prayers.” 1 

Reported  by  Ibn  Asakir  in  Tarikh  Dimashq  al-kablr. 


f Set  forth  by  »al-Baghawi  in  Ma'alim  al-tanzil,  3:475. 

1 Set  fort  by  »Ibn  ‘Asakir  in  Tarikh  Dimashq  al-kabir,  48:42.9. 


